March 17, 2021

We, the undersigned scientists, are writing today to show our support for the Monarch Action,
Recovery, and Conservation of Habitat Act, or MONARCH Act, of 2021.

The MONARCH Act authorizes the appropriation of $12.5 million per year for the next five years to a
Western Monarch Butterfly Rescue Fund to facilitate the implementation of the Western Monarch
Butterfly Conservation Plan prepared by the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.
Specifically, this funding will provide funding to support projects to restore, enhance, and manage the
western monarch’s overwintering and breeding habitats to support conservation of wild monarch
populations in the western U.S.

In the fall of 2020, the Xerces Society’s Western Monarch Thanksgiving Count recorded only 1,914
monarch butterflies overwintering on the California coast. This critically low number follows two years
with previously unprecedented low numbers, compared to hundreds of thousands of monarchs as
recently as four years ago, and millions overwintering in California in the 1980s. The western monarch
butterfly overwintering population is nearing collapse, and significant conservation action is needed to
avoid losing this incredible migration.

The decline of monarch butterflies in western states is primarily due to loss of their habitat — both the
forested groves in which they overwinter and the milkweed and wildflowers that they need from spring
to fall — as well as pesticides and climate change. Monarch butterflies and their habitat remain
unprotected following the U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s recent decision that the species is “warranted but
precluded” from listing under the Endangered Species Act.

The MONARCH Act will provide a substantial investment in conservation activities that will directly
support the recovery of wild monarch butterflies.

Please give monarch butterflies a chance to recover in the western U.S. by supporting the MONARCH
Act of 2021.

Sincerely,

Amanda Barth, Rare Insect Conservation Coordinator, Utah Department of Natural Resources
Angela Laws, PhD, Endangered Species Conservation Biologist, The Xerces Society

Barbara Dorf, PhD, retired

Bonnie L. Harper-Lore, MS, Restoration Ecologist, Ret.

Charles Hathcock, MS, Wildlife Biologist, Los Alamos National Laboratory

Cheryl Schultz, PhD, Professor, Washington State University

Christa Frangiamore Hayes, Ecologist & Coordinator for Butterflies of the Atlantic Flyway (BAFA), Georgia
Craig Hensley, Texas Nature Trackers Biologist, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

D. Casey Sclar, PhD, Executive Director, American Public Gardens Association

Danielle Lake Diver, Integrated Biosciences Master's Candidate, University of Minnesota - Duluth
David G James, PhD, Associate Professor of Entomology, Washington State University

Deborah M Clark



Dennis Paulson, PhD, Director Emeritus of Slater Museum of Natural History

Diane Tracy, MS of Tropical Environmental Management, YBCU Ecologist, Southern Sierra Research Station
Dr. Collin Edwards, PhD, Postdoctoral research associate at Tufts University

Dr. David W. Inouye, PhD, Professor Emeritus, University of Maryland

Dr. Ola Fincke, PhD and Professor Emeritus, Dept. Of Biology, University of Oklahoma

Emilie Snell-Rood, PhD, Associate Professor, Dept. Ecology, Evolution and Behavior, University of Minnesota
Emily A Carlson, Graduate Research Assistant, Oregon State University

Gail Morris, MA, Southwest Monarch Study Coordinator

llse Gebhard, Monarch Watch Conservation Specialist, Citizen Scientist

James Tracy, PhD, Postdoctoral Research Associate, Department of Entomology, Texas A&M University
Jay Withgott, MS in Biological Sciences and in Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, Textbook Author
Jaydee Hanson, MS Biogeography Center for Food Safety

Jenna Stanek, Ecologist, Los Alamos National Laboratory

Jennifer Mullikin, PhD candidate, St. Louis University

Jessica Griffiths, MS, Senior Biologist/Project Manager at Althouse and Meade, Inc.

Jillian Murphy, student of Biology at Portland State University

Joe Liebezeit, Scientist, Master of Science, Private Citizen

John Malone, PhD

John Mull, PhD, Professor of Zoology, Weber State University

John Tooker, PhD, Professor of Entomology, The Pennsylvania State University

Joseph Engler, BS Wildlife Biologist (retired), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Katarzyna Nowak, PhD, Fellow at The Safina Center and Research Associate, U of Alberta / Yukon U
Kelsey Schaefer, Biology, Student of Conservation Biology

Kenneth J. Kingsley, PhD, retired

Kevin Hansen, MS, LHG, County Hydrogeologist

Kirk J. Larsen, PhD, entomologist and Professor of Biology, Luther College

Lisa Kuder, PhD, Candidate in Entomology, University of Maryland

Lisa Salehpour, Interpreter for Great Parks of Hamilton County

Louie H. Yang, PhD, Associate Professor, University of California, Davis

Malcolm Peavy, Associates degree, Portland State University

Marcus B. Gray, MS, Executive Director, Sustainable Monarch

Margot Monson, MS Entomology, Pollinator Friendy Alliance

Mario Padilla, MS, Butterfly Pavilion

Mary Duffy, Earth Discovery Institute Senior Biologist

Matthew Forister, PhD, Professor of Biology, University of Nevada, Reno

Michelle Duennes, PhD, Assistant Professor of Biology, Saint Vincent College

Ms. Anna Walker, MS, Species Survival Officer for Invertebrate Pollinators

Neil J. Carman, PhD, Lone Star Chapter Sierra Club

Nick Jensen, PhD, Conservation Program Director, California Native Plant Society

patti wohner, PhD, research associate, Oregon State University

Rachael Winfree, PhD, Professor, Rutgers University

Ray Conrow PhD Pharmaceutical Chemist Retired

Rella Abernathy, PhD, Applied Ecological Programs Coordinator, City of Boulder, CO



Robert Okazaki, PhD, Professor Emeritus of Zoology

Rodrigo Solis, PhD, Simon Fraser University

Roger A. Downer PhD, Research Scientist, The Ohio State University (retired)

Samantha Alger, PhD, University of Vermont

Sarina Jepsen, MS, Endangered Species Program Director, The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation
Scott Black, MS, Executive Director, Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation
Shannon Westlake, PhD, Conservation Social Scientist, 21sustainability

Susan Kegley, PhD, Principal Scientist and CEO, Pesticide Research Institute, Inc.

Susan Masta, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Biology, Portland State University
Susan Meyers, MS, Monarchs Across Georgia, Environmental Education Alliance

Tara Johnson, Environmental Science, owner of Naturedigger, LLC

Tim Miklasiewicz, PhD, Entomologist, Oakland Nurseries (Ohio)

Travis Fisher, Senior Horticulturist, Atlanta History Center

Trecia Neal, MS Ethology, Monarch Watch Conservation Specialist



