Bees in the Woods

A cellophane bee (Colletes inaequalis) collecting pollen from the flowers of a sugar maple tree. (Photo: Max W. McCarthy.)

Although we may think of bees as creatures of sunny meadows and gardens, eastern bees evolved in a historically forested
landscape. Precolonial deciduous temperate forests were shifting mosaics of multi-aged vegetation and openings created
by disturbances such as disease, storms, wind, beavers, and fire, including through Indigenous stewardship. Therefore,
many eastern bee species have evolved to use different ages, elements, and parts of a complex forest system.

Where Do Bees Go When They Leave Your Garden?

' Many bees fly back to nest in hedgerows and forests! Up to two-thirds of northeastern
native bee species rely on forests for part of their life. Forests provide food, nesting
and overwintering sites, and protection from pesticides.

Some forest-associated bees areimportant agricultural pollinators; even a small
forest patch or hedgerow can increase pollination of adjacent crops. For example,
some bumble bee queens nest and overwinter in forests. From late spring through
fall, the workers forage in nearby orchards, gardens, and forest openings.

Many forest-associated solitary bees are only active in the spring, when various
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4 understory plants and canopy trees bloom. Some forest bees are specialists and
\“_@" will forage on a limited range of plants, often just a genus or species, to feed their young.
For example, the spring beauty mining bee (Andrena erigeniae, left), only collects pollen
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ne from spring beauty flowers and relies on this understory habitat to survive.
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