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SUMMARY

Bauer’ s Dotted-blue has a very limited distribution: eastern California, central Nevada,
and northwest Arizona. It may also occur in southwest Utah. Its habitat is dry slopes and
desert flats with scattered short brush where the larval hostplants, various wild
buckwheats, grow. The major threat is loss of habitat due to invasive alien plants, mainly
cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum), which may out-compete buckwheat hostplants as well as
increase fire risk.

CONSERVATION STATUS
XercesRed List Status: Imperiled
Other Rankings:

Canada— Species at Risk Act: N/A
Canada— provincia status: N/A
Mexico: N/A
USA — Endangered Species Act: None
USA — state status: None
NatureServe: G2
IUCN Red List: N/A

SPECIESPROFILE

DESCRIPTION
Bauer's Dotted-Blue is a small, delicately colored butterfly in the family Lycaenidae
(gossamer-wings). The wingspan is between 19 mm and 22 mm (3%4to ? inch)

Males are pale blue above. Females are gray-brown with blue scaling varying from
extensive to aimost nore and the orange aurora band on outer edge of hindwing ranges
from medium to absent. The underside of the wings on both genders are snowy white
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with adistinct black line on the wing margins, a narrow, pale orange margina band, and
bold black spotting typical of the dotted-blues.

TAXONOMIC STATUS
Euphilotes baueri (Shields), 1975. Some authorities considered it a subspecies,
Euphilotes battoides baueri, Bauer’s Square- Spotted Blue.

LIFEHISTORY

Habitat is dry slopes and desert flats with scattered short brush. The larval hostplants are
wild buckwheats—Kennedy’ s (Eriogonum kennedyi), oval-leafed (or cushion) (E.
ovalifolium), and strict (or Blue Mountain) buckwheat (E. strictum).

There is asingle flight period from mid-April to late June. Males patrol al day near
hostplants to find receptive females. Adults drink nectar, particularly from buckwhesat.
Eggs are laid singly on hostplant flowers. Caterpillars eat flowers and seeds of hostplants
and are tended by ants. Chrysalids hibernate in sand or leef litter.

DISTRIBUTION
Bauer's Dotted-Blue has a very limited distribution: eastern California, central Nevada,
and northwest Arizona. It may aso occur in southwest Utah.

THREATS

The major threat isloss of habitat due to invasive aien plants, mainly cheatgrass (Bromus
tectorum). Cheatgrass may out-compete buckwheat hostplants as well as increase fire risk
in the habitat.

CONSERVATION STATUS
Bauer’s Dotted-Blue is considered Imperiled because of its restricted range, rarity within
that range, and the threat of habitat degradation due to invasive weeds.

None of the four states in which Bauer’s Dotted-Blue occurs alows listing of insects
under state statue.

CONSERVATION NEEDS
Habitats should be surveyed to assess impact of invasive weeds and management actions
taken to control weeds, if necessary, to maintain hostplant populations.

RESEARCH NEEDS

Surveys for new populations and monitoring to assess status of known populations are
valuable. Studies to evaluate the threat posed by invasive weeds and the butterfly’s
susceptibility to them would be useful.

RESOURCES
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DISTRIBUTION M AP
(From: U.S. Geological Survey, Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center.
http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/distr/lepid/bflyusa/usa/873.htm; accessed 5/9/05.)

Confirmed Unconfirmed or Data Hot
L Records O Dubious Records O Yet Available
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